Rock Carvings and the Wanshan Community

The Wanshon Rock Carvings ore locoted within the traditioral territery of the Rukai Tribe's
Three Lower Cammunities {of=o bnown as the Zhuokou Growp). These communities inclide
Moolin (Indigerous nome: Toruluka), Dena (Indigenows nome: Kindawan), and Wanshand In=
digenous nome ‘Oponobu). Among them, the oncient Wanshan Comrmunity, locoted opproxi=
mately three kiometers southwest of the rock corvings, has the closest connection ta the
site. Historically, the indigenous people of the Wonshon community had to pass through this
areqa far their livefhood, such as hunting. Additionally, legends of intertribal marriages haove
been possed down in the coflactive memory of the people. It is specukated thot the crectors
of the Wonshan Rock Carvings belonged to o group that shared cultural origins with both the
Rukai and Paiwan tribes. These carvings predate the estoblishment of the ancient Wanshan
LComenunity. Howeyer, the traditional territoriol divisions and ntertribol relotionships hove
uniguely linked the carvings to the Wanshon Community. Therefore, they hove besn named
the “Waonshon" Reck Convings.

Currently, the Ministry of Culture has entrusted the Koohsiung City Government Bursau of
Cultweral Affairs, as the primory agency responsible for the site’s supervision and protection,
conducting daily maintenance and on-=site mspections. They esteblished o coopertive
relaticnship with the tribe and formed o rack corving patrad team [m 2021, this site became
Toiwan's first co-monoged orchoealogical site with an Indigenous fribe. In oddition o
increasing the frequency of inspections, both the tribe ond the gowernment are jointly
ieading efforts to explore ond interpret the historical context ond artistic beauty of the
COrvings.
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TEM1 = Human Fagure with Circular Swirl Pattern {top imoge) and Corving Bubbing
{bottom imagel; These rubbings were mode by o professicnal team ofter evaluation,
For related requests, please contact the supervising authority for approval Unowtho=
rized creation of rubbings is prohibited.
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Research & Visit Guidelines

Mational Wonshan Rock Carvings Historical Site: Located deep in the mounboing, the site is dithewt
o oicess. The rosls ore uncleor and alten froverse andslide-prone onecs. During the rminy Seoson,
swollen streams moke paszogpe impossible. Even in the dry season, reoching the site requires sever-
ol day= of travel under the guidance of professional indigenous guides. For cafety recsors, ganonal
tourem is not recommendied.

Ressarch, investigation. and Filming Projects: Approsal must be obioined from the Mirisiry of
Culture (Bureow of Culiumol HerilogeL

. Visit Begistration Requanerments! Sabmit a visst registration form te the Bureau of Cultuml Affairs,

Kmahsiung City Government. Entry i permitbed only upon corfirmation

. Prohibitione ond Penalties Related to the Rock Carvings:

{1} Do nsl atep an thi carvings & surunding racks whis wearag thaet

12 Dot ik poleenits, SEFF Brushes, boed,. Bre, o any athar smechods to remove moks & mtunl greweh fmm
the rock surfecs

131 Do not strike ar grind the corvings or surrconding rocks with oy tools o hord objects.
id) Any other octions deemed domaging o the nobonod site by the supervising outhority.

Artich 108: Damaging the whele, por. o refcs of tho orchesologlool siie fs punbroble by impeiscnment from sik months I'.'. .

i Fiwe: eesars and o Sne of NTESEOUH00 oo WS Gy GOGURHR,

Srmacle WM Condiacting o hosndngis ol exomaiianns sSenngl 0 pereil may fesalt i 0 e af NTEI00000 m MTS 2 D0000E
Penolities

{1 decordicy bo Culisal Hediloge Preserastan &cl, Arcle 105! Anyose whe commits any of the Felusing
affarein whal b puriakis wilk imprissement frem ab monthi e 16 e years, and o Frs of NTES00.000 8o
KTEA0.DA0.000 could be imperied,

12) - Bocording to Cullunl Hariings Preserdofon &Ct, Arfick W8 Aspone who conmits any of the foliowing
offercas shall be llnhke 1o 0 fme of NT3E00,000 to WTS2,000.000 could ba mposed

. Bwmnershin and Monogement:

(1} Separvising Authoriby: Binissry of Caltwre Bureau of CuBrol Heritogel

[Z} Monogement ord Mointerosce futhority; Deoksiusg City Government ([Berecu of Cukural Affoirsy
[} Larsdovendr: Thes Repubiic of ChinaTabwani].

(4} Lord Adminivirotor: Foresiry ord Noture Consersation Agency, Minisny of

fagricultura Pinghung Bmrchi

{5} Larsd Usoge: Nalional Forest Recreation Arom.

- LonRact unit;

For musiters felotec 16 tha joint protection of culluiol essets, pleass conanct Kochsing Ciny Gowermimant
[Bureau of Cuibural &Mcirs). telaphone: O7-22E9136 ¢ National Wanshon Rock Corvings Historical 570 Officicl
Vizhsibe: NEtps  MErsogekog.goe v AAanshan/
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Introduction: National Wanshan Rock Carvings Historical Site

The Wonshon Rock Corvings, located an the northern side of Mantoulon Mountain in the
Momaln District af H_l.‘_u.'_lh::.il_]ru; ".'_:il::r. drie 1he I;II'II"I ERown fock |:_:|:|r'|.'ir||.:|'5 r:r-:h-:u_r-;ll;rr:;i-:_'d gilé 1IN
Tavwan o date, Situated within the traditicnal territary af Ui Wiapskean Lormmiznily -l"l:.lp.'_:-m_'.-—
ki af thie Bukal Irihgs]. the it i Aomed The “Pkns
padgnant tole of the carvings, centered on o tragic interrocial morrioge thot reflects the

Carvings.” Local legends tedl o
historical interactions between different ethnic groups

LT hﬁ:uring Lhi slory i 1O7E, Professor Goa "|'|—r-:_|-r|rl1. g.n-:::h_.ﬁ:] by membars al thie Wanshan
[:'.;:-annl_Jrlih.Ir. carng I:l_tl‘.-y Aacumerted the patiarns of the -::l_:ln.'irq$ and initioted affarts for thair
presereation. The Warshan Rock
irn TED, Subsequantly, addi
ton as the "“Wanshan Rock

vireis were designated os o Level 11l National Monument
aevings wire discovered, lading to the site'’s re-designe-
arvings Hotional Site™ in 2008 To dote, Feur lacations with o

tofal of fourteen carvings have been identified: one ot Kepoca's, two of Tubulli, cre at

!:_inn-:n:]inl;l#., and ten at Tekalravose, all ramed ofter the troditional Wonshan lecations

The discovary of the Wanshon Rock Carvings opened up new avenues for the study of
pl‘-l!:hi:i.turil; cubhres and ards n Tatwan, :|5F¢_|rir||:_| in::igﬁl_ inda thae 55.|:::-|ri|_|_1|::| workd of Towon's
prohistoric inhobitants. Recent archaeclogicd doto indicote significont humon octivity in the
Arga !;I_JTTI::'JI_JI'I-I:JiI'IH il 'irﬂ_;s.-; T e post 1.500 VRO, Tt potierns ol tha |:_:r.|r'|.'ir||_:r_= risvl
g chear connection o the decorctive systems of the presert-day Rukol ard Paiwen tribes,
This infermation 15 eisantial for under r.||11|..':; ki timeline af intorockions balween related
eultuiral G o e eading Iil:._ﬂ't on e historical contex] of Raiman |'|'|i|5|r|:.|ri|.‘_u1 and cullurmal
systems. As g ious cultural osset of Talwon, the Wanshon Rock Carvings are in urgent

nedd of profection and preservation
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The Sanaginoeh rock carvings are composed of two sandstone Dlocks
The most distinctve festure is the mon-mode stone slobs stacked in the
crevice betwean the two blocks, makirg them appeor connected. At the
top, there is o noturody formed lorge pit. which has been chiseled into
denzely pocked indentotions. Mumerous long, winding abstroct lines ond
denzely ormnged daotted patierns extend outward from the pat

o l\.-l'rg Feorhores. Larpe irdeniafiors, goebieres indeniofianas, an mere
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The Tehadil reck corvings consist of two rocks, best
kroewen for tha footprint potterns' on their surfoce
Thase footprints ore made up of densaly chisslad dots,
i.'.rﬂ-nling a directional pottern from left to fin_q?'.r Tha

TEMZ2-1 rock feommes o unigue siepeed pottern with - =
-
thres levels, w o
(=4 -
Cordig Fealures! Foolgrind patherns, cup-shoged patfems, - ‘_,-"
seodiered Indanfaiiansg, ong mare - L
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Eopaca’e means “rock with patterns® In the Wonshon
iomguoge. According ta legend, this site is fomous as the
piace where the snake-eatimg womon wolted for her
husband. i is the most richly decomated of the four rock
corwing sites, with o diverse orray of carvings covering
ower B sguare meters of rock surface. This site holds
significant wobuee for ortistic research

; Lorving Femures: Human-foced  spabe potterna. uman figuns
potterns hundred-poce snoke {Deinoghistrodon ooufus) potterms,
clotid il potterns, frog polerms, and mone
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INALEY * B Takalravoe

Tokolrovoe is the area with the highest numbser ond density of rock
cEWIngs pmong e sites, in 2008, ten corvings were discovered withing
200-meter nange. The carvings are not desply etched, and, except for o

few imoges, most apeepr to be unfinished or improvised obstroct symiboés,

Corwing Feofuwnes: Grid pofterns, eye-shoped pattorns. cicolor swinl potiers,
scohiored indeniotians, and more.
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Legend of the Rock Carvings

v Upan a Exmd, O yaLUAE fran fram (e Loloveengoe Fl:lmllg.r ir the Wandhan |:-;-'II'IH1IJ|'I“'!|I' of thas
Rubal tribe fall in lave with and masried a gjrl from ke Hunwn triba, Whaaever she weni to work
i e Relds vath hor 1:-:::11“:,.'. she wauld r.|||.'n;|',':; |:_:|i|i|_'l|15-'||‘|:,' prepang faad im the kin in sdvdncs,
S TeT] |‘|ir|r.._' o -gc-.jd reputation s o I."r.'lrl.'_l'.'u';:rhim] d:n.lgi':lqr—ir‘l—.l-.]ll.'.

Howsver, unlike the people of the Wonshan Community, who hove o strong tabeo against catch-
g, tiHinq. and EI_:Iti'rIE srakes, the fnrml':.l did mal krow that the l;i!-::._bahl;ar—in—ml.u kiad a kahbit of
-:u:_rlinq srake medl, She woidd whestle (o attroct snokes and caok them 1;:-:_p|.~|:hr.lr with the fl:lmil:,r':.
T, Dn|:.r alter Eml;in; the sncke reat wolld she invite her [l;lrr':ify B il 51'-::4':1:\.11'-'5'1":m|1|5' mnkiced
thot they wera I.'_,|I'-.'.‘|'|_'.|I_J'|_:|"'f' ||;|:51r.-::| vm-i:;h! and wondarad. "I'I'I'r:,l hove we al Become thmner since
the coma into Gy ﬁ:::mil-:.-'.i'"

They secratly followed her ond discovered that her food wos cooked with snake meat. Confront-
acd by haer Family, the doughter-in-low wos deeply seddened ond confused. She put on her irodi-
tional dress and left, belisving that her husband would find her ot the Wonshon reck with

cOrvings.

While waiting for her husband, she bagon to drow on the reck with her fingers. Wherever her
ﬁrrgqj-'r:s tauched, the rock softenad, |;||||.‘_|J.'.lin.:| har 1o cradahe warous patlerns. Sha dles left
‘F;:-:_:-'I:|;|r|.1'|::. an the rock, Thiz 1% how the hh_ﬂrnd n;i;p|r.|ir'|.-_-'. this creation of the Wanshan Bock Caré-
ings. Whether the couple ever reunited of the designoted rock remains o mystery, leaving future
I:,H;i'l'l-ﬂ‘rﬂ!.l’lﬂ'll;i o poncer thair fate.

=k r-::lr'.ring.'. iri tha story rrrzlinly' rirfer ta TH M Kophio'e This l.:l.'_lr'l'iﬂl'._'!_-i fram TEM2 ta
TEM4 ware discovered loter, feoturing abstroct patterns. and ro ossecioted legends hove been
presarvd,)
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